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it was admitted into the Union in 1818, with great ability 
and power, uniting the different parts and influences into a 
connected whole. In this very interesting development the 
author never loses sight of the signiiicance and importance 
of the Illinois country as the heart of the great Northwest. 

The entire book shows that it was written only by the 
laborious process of examining masses of documents, letters, 
and source materials of all kinds, which is especially difficult 
because of the early period with which the book deals. 

One of the serious defects of the work is the mention of 
too many names without adequate characterization of each. 
Another is the tediousness of detail in recounting the almost 
constant changes among the Indian tribes. Much of this, 
perhaps, could not be avoided, and in this detail the author 
never loses sight of the one big idea, the development of the 
Illinois country. The book is written in a pleasing style and 
will interest the scientific historian, as well as the casual 
reader. Dora Bentley 

The Centennial History of Illinois, Volvmie V. The Modern 
Commonwealth, 1893-1918. By Ernest Ludlow Bogart 
and John Mabry Matthews, Springfield, 1920, pp. 544, 
As the title suggests, this history deals with the economic, 
political and social development of the people of Illinois dur- 
ing the last quarter of a century, 1893-1918. 

Progress has been particularly marked in all lines of 
economic activity. The growth of population, due largely to 
political and economic opportunities, has stimulated the 
growth of wealth. Illinois ranks high as an agricultural 
state and is the leading corn state in the Union. Education 
and improvements in farm methods have enabled Illmois to 
maintain her agricultural position. Chicago is the greatest 
grain market in the United States and is able to hold her 
position because of access to water transportation, as well 
as to the network of railroads. Illinois in 1893 ranked as the 
third manufacturing state in the Union. The meat packing 
industry, mining, printing and publishing and agriculture are 
the five most important industries of Illinois. Labor has been 
restless at various times in Illinois. The great Pullman strike 
in 1894 and various other strikes which followed are indica- 
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tions of the growth and power of the laboring class. Labor 
difficulties soon led to legislation in behalf of labor. Along 
with labor unrest came the origin and growth of socialism in 
Illinois. 

During the past quarter of a century political develop- 
ment toward a more efficient government has been a slow 
but steady growth in Illinois. The merit system of appoint- 
ment to civil service in 1895, and the reorganization of prin- 
cipal administrative services on a more integrated and sys- 
tematic basis have been especially noticeable. The governor's 
powers over both legislation and administration have been in- 
creased during the past twenty-five years in Illinois. As to 
taxation, the system in Illinois is rather antiquated, for it 
was introduced when the state was almost purely agricultural. 
Undervaluation is the chief defect in the taxation system. 

With the growth of wealth in Illinois has come the ap- 
plication of this wealth to education, culture and art. The 
World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 was a decided stimulus 
to the social development of the state. In the few years fol- 
lov/ing university buildings were erected, libraries, museums 
and art institutes were erected and made adequate for the 
needs of a twentieth century people. A new outdoor life 
developed in Illinois, 1890-1900, and brought to the front all 
kinds of modern sports and athletics. 

Illinois, in spite of her large German element and the 
general dissatisfaction at first, achieved a good record in the 
World War. From point of view of intei-national relations, 
Illinois is the most important state in the Mississippi Valley. 
During the World War the citizenry of Illinois responded 
with growing enthusiasm and achieved a great record both 
at home and abroad. 

The history of the people of Illinois from 1893 to 1918 is 
clearly stated and is easy to understand. There are a great 
many details given, but these do not detract from the interest 
of the account. The story of the state and people of Illinois 
from 1893 to 1918 is typical of the development of the Amer- 
ican state. Henrietta Jane Askren 

Histor)! and Doctrines of the Church of tlie Brethreu. 
By Otto Winger, President of Manchester College. 
Brethren Publishing House. Elgin, Illinois. 1920, pp. 320. 



